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Subject: Chemicals -- United States. Excerpt: . . . Beginning in 1995, EPA allowed facilities to use a two-page
Form A Certification Statement ( Form A ) to certify that they are not subject to Form R reporting for a given
chemical provided that they ( 1 ) did not release more than 500 total pounds that year and ( 2 ) did not
manufacture, process, or otherwise use more than 1 million total pounds of the 4 chemical. Form A includes
general information identifying the facility and the chemical ( s ) being reported but does not contain details
about the specific quantities of chemicals released or otherwise managed as waste. EPA considers Form A to be
a range report, indicating that a facilitys chemical release was between 0 pounds and the maximum allowable
amount. For the purpose of representing range report amounts in the TRI database, EPA uses the midpoint of
the allowable range. Therefore, until reporting year 2006, the midpoint of the Form A range was 250 pounds.
Under EPAs TRI Burden Reduction Rule, the midpoint became 1, 000 pounds for non-PBT chemicals. EPCRA
requires EPA to make toxic chemical release information available to the public, and EPA compiles the reports
and stores them in a national 5 database that can be accessed on the agencys Web site. In addition, about 3
months aIer facility TRI reports are due, EPA publishes individual facility submissions in its publicly available
Electronic Facility Data Release ( e-FDR ). In spring of the following year, aIer EPA has completed its data
quality checks and analysis, the agency issues the official Public Data...
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