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the most critical contemporary concerns are eutrophication and associated deterioration of water quality,
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understanding of conditions leading to eutrophication and of the associated changes during the last four
decades, is being carried out at national , regional and international levels. High quality scientific research has
been conducted in all Black Sea riparian countries (Bulgaria, Georgia, Romania, Russian Federation, Turkey,
Ukraine). In addition, several successful regional research programmes (e.g., CoMSBlack, NATO-TU Black Sea,
NATO-TU Waves, EC-ERQOS 2000 Phase IlI, I0C Black Sea Regional Center with Pilot Projects 112) and one major
environmental management program (GEF-BSEP) have been successfully launched. New international efforts
like the Black Sea Commission, the Black Sea Program Coordination Unit, the Black Sea Economic Cooperation
(all situated in Istanbul), together with the Convention for the Protection of the Black Sea against Pollution
(Bucharest, 1992) and the Odessa Interministerial Decleration (1993) attest to the economic and political
importance of these problems and the attention presently paid to this endangered sea. | Preface. Origin of the
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