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illustrated. 1907 Excerpt: .the breaking down of the sandstones, has excellent underdrainage, and
accumulations of alkali are rarely present. It is a rich, warm soil, well suited to any of the crops grown in the
valley. Other types of soil are the Billings gravelly loam, a sandy loam mixed with waterworn gravel, and the
Laurel sandy loam occurring along the river, where it frequently is made swampy by the seepage from higher
lands. The irrigation water supply for the valley is taken from the Yellowstone Kiver and is ample for all
purposes. The water is conveyed to different parts of the valley by gravity canals, some of which are many
miles in length. The flow of water in the Yellowstone during the early summer months is large, at times the
mean flow for May and June being upward of 10,000 second-feet. Since the water of the Yellowstone is
principally derived from melting snow, the quality is excellent for irrigation. An analysis showed only 130
RESULTS OF SOIL SURVEY IN 1902. 11 parts of soluble matter per 1,000,000. Some irrigation is done with
seepage water, usually with bad results on those soils already containing some alkali, since such water
generally carries considerable salt in solution. An examination of many samples of well, drainage, and spring
waters showed all to contain soluble salts in quantity; well waters are especially bad, many containing from
1,700 to 9,000 parts per 1,000,000. Wells with the highest salt content are located in the level...
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