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.breechloader in favour of repeating weapons. Indiscriminate
slaughter is the one object of these bloodthirsty individuals,
and, as they are in constant practice, there are plenty of them
who are tolerably unerring at birds flying high or low. The
more blame theirs for taking them as they do, with cheerful
complacency, within 5 or 10 yards of the gun, so that the
unfortunate host, whose guests they are, finds at the end of the
day that at least half his bag is unfit for table or market.
Quickness is the test of merit with these murderers; the
plasterer is their ideal; the man who kills his game at kitchen
range they call a slow, bad shot. Picking birds off beater s
heads is not only unsportsmanlike but dangerous; the most
perfect trigger may clog and go hard, down drops the muzzle,
and unless the beater is...
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