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illustrated. 1894 edition. Excerpt: . . . rushing over the milldam, and the hylodes are peeping faintly. Daylight did
not show even an early bee, though for a week wood has been sawed in a sunny spot and the sweet dust lies
scattered on the ground; but through the night, from the warm southeast, where the sun first touches the fields
that run to the marshes, where there are old matted reeds, comes the welcome peep! peep! peep! As the days
lengthen, from afternoon till dawn you hear the marsh frogs chorus; it is not musical and would be little prized
at any other season. Surely the hylodes, more than the larger frogs, inspired Aristophanes by their
ceaselessness: --In their yearly revelry, Brekeke--kesh, ko-ash, ko-ash! But this croaking makes the blood flow
quicker; it is the vocal spring sign of animal nature, even though the fox and owl may breed in February, and it
is the prophet of the coming bird music even as the skunk-cabbage is the forerunner of the violet. The late
March moon has a more human face, though it still casts bare shadows, and as it pales at morning the song-
sparrows huddled in the bushes sing half to the night and half to the day. The typical spring night is only quiet
in comparison to dawn and twilight. Even-song lasts an hour after sundown and matins begin as long before
sunrise. Even in the midnight hours, the forces of Nature are too potent to rest wholly; in...
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