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Markham, Ontario, Canada: Scholastic Canada, Limited, 1991. Soft cover. Book Condition: New. From School
Library Journal: An autobiographical book that gives through spare but vivid language a look at a man who
thought, because he was a hunter and a trapper, that he knew about the outdoors. Instead, he discovered he
knew very little until he opened himself to the realities of predators and prey, and to the lessons taught to him
by the animals he encountered and the sled dogs he trained and raced. This is not a life story, with dates and
names and achievements, but rather Paulsen's reflections on the peculiarities and surprises of nature. Some of
the lessons are violent and painful, brought on by the natural instincts of wild animals or Paulsen's own
mistakes; others are touching or humorous, and convey a sharp sense of observation and awareness of the
various personality traits of the dogs he has raised and run. And some are unexplainable--mysteries of nature
that would seem incredible if written in a work of fiction. The anecdotal style and rhythmic, sometimes abrupt
sentence structure demand close attention, and the switch in the last third of the book to Paulsen's day-by-day
account of the Iditarod is sudden, though expected. The Iditarod story is intensely personal, focusing on
Paulsen's thoughts, actions, and hallucinations during those 17 days rather than presenting a comprehensive
view of the race and the competitors. Both segments of the book generate wonder at the abilities of animals
and should introduce fans of Paulsen's fiction to a different type of writing. --Susan Schuller, Milwaukee Public
Library Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to the Hardcover edition. Ingram
Paulsen recounts his lifetime relationship with Minnesota's North Woods and the dog team he trained for a sled
race across Alaska....
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