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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1898 edition. Excerpt: . former conduct may have been, his cireumstances should
exempt him from censure now. 2308. In the following object-clauses may keeps much of its original meaning,
and cannot be omitted: / beg that | may not be interrupted oh that | might recall him from the grave t 2300. In
the following object-clauses the indicative may be substituted without much change of meaning: / hope it may
be so they were afraid-- they thought he might have been carried off by gypsics=thcy were afraid he had been
carried off. 2310. The use of the permissive is es>ccially important in clauses of result and purpose: let the dog
loose that he may have a run | we let the dog loose that he might have a run let us hide the brandy for fear he
may drink it all up we put the milk on the shelffor fear the cat might gel at it speak, (so) that | may hear you | In
the present spoken language we can no longer substitute the indicative or subjunctive--such constructions as
lest he drink are literary and archaic. 2311. In the preterite we can substitute should for might : for fear he
should drink it all up. Here should suggests the idea of the result being in itself inevitable, or as probable, while
might suggests it only as a possibility. It is to be observed that even in the literary language the periphrastic
forms must be used in...
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